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Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer my
most sincere and heartfelt condolences
to Kyle’s family and to let them know
that I and we have them in our
thoughts and our prayers.

Kyle is survived by many loving fam-
ily members and friends, including his
mother and stepfather, Ceann and
Clyde Tate; father and stepmother,
Ralph and Sandra Gilbert; sisters,
Sasha Ashley and Becky Bailey; broth-
er, Myles Gilbert; as well as his grand-
mother, Jean Ann Carrington; his step-
brother, Chris Manning; as well as a
host of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews,
cousins, and friends.

Mr. Speaker, Kyle was born in
Lawrenceville, Georgia, and graduated
from Mill Creek High School in 2009
and in 2013 joined the United States
Army. He was a 10th Mountain Division
soldier with the 2nd Battalion, the 14th
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Com-
bat Team.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to share
with you that Specialist Gilbert re-
ceived the Army Commendation Medal,
the Army Achievement Medal, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Glob-
al War on Terrorism Service Medal, the
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, and the
Army Service Ribbon. Additionally,
Mr. Speaker, Kyle received the Bronze
Star, the Army Good Conduct Medal,
and the NATO Medal.
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Though I did not have the privilege
of meeting Kyle personally, I would
like to use this opportunity to sin-
cerely thank him for his incredible
service to the State of Georgia and to
our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, it has been relayed to
me that Specialist Gilbert’s deepest
dream was to serve our Nation in the
military, and I thank him for his in-
credible service and sacrifice so that so
many others can share the American
Dream. Kyle leaves a legacy of service,
dedication, and kindness that will be
sorely missed.

Mr. Speaker, I humbly ask that you
join me in praying for Specialist Gil-
bert’s family during this time of their
bereavement.

———

21ST CENTURY WOMEN’S HEALTH
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BoNAMICI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, today I
introduce the 21st Century Women’s
Health Act to increase access to repro-
ductive health care and to provide
compassionate care to survivors of sex-
ual assault.

Funding for the government runs out
in a matter of hours. Rather than
crafting a bipartisan solution on the
Nation’s budget, House leadership has
been focusing on denying women their
right to make their own healthcare de-
cisions.

This is 2015. We should be doing all
we can to increase access to health
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care for women. We should not be roll-
ing back women’s rights and cutting
access to lifesaving cancer and pre-
ventative health screenings for women,
men, and youth across the country.

As a mother, a daughter, and a Mem-
ber of Congress, I understand the value
of increasing access to health care for
women; and that is why I am proud to
introduce the 21st Century Women’s
Health Act, with my colleagues Con-
gresswoman BARBARA LEE, Congress-
woman DIANA DEGETTE, and with our
leadership of our ally in the Senate,
Senator PATTY MURRAY from Wash-
ington.

This comprehensive bill will increase
access to preventative health services
and contraception for low-income
women, and it will help women report
instances of inappropriate charges for
birth control, a problem that affects
too many women across the country. It
will also expand the primary care
workforce and ensure that survivors of
sexual assault are provided with free
emergency contraception and compas-
sionate care.

I want my daughter and every woman
in this country to live in a place where
they have access to affordable
healthcare providers like Planned Par-
enthood, a full range of reproductive
choices, and, most importantly, the
ability to make their own healthcare
decisions.

Colleagues, I grew up before Roe v.
Wade, and I know what our country
looks like when women don’t have ac-
cess to a full range of reproductive
healthcare options. We know that if
abortion is restricted, it does not go
away.

Let us not return to a time when
women had to seek care in the shadows
or the back alleys. Let us come to-
gether to prevent unwanted preg-
nancies, and let us champion our
march forward toward a more equal so-
ciety with the introduction of the 21st
Century Women’s Health Act.

I urge my colleagues to join me as
cosponsors, and I look forward to work-
ing toward the passage of this impor-
tant bill.

———

THANK YOU STATE SENATOR
BRANDEN PETERSEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor State
Senator Branden Petersen of Andover
for his public service. Branden was
elected to the Minnesota House in 2010
at the young age of 24 and then re-
elected to serve his constituents, but
this time in the Minnesota Senate in
2012. Recently, Branden resigned to
spend more time with his young fam-
ily. His leadership in the Minnesota
Legislature will be sorely missed.

Branden represents portions of my
district, and I have been honored to
work with him and to know him. He is
a man of great character and principle.
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While in office, Branden worked hard
to improve Minnesota’s schools, econ-
omy, and budget, all while being part
of a growing family that now includes
three little ones at home. It has been
wonderful to see Branden’s dedication
over the past b years, and I believe that
the people of his district are so lucky
to have benefited from his service.
Branden’s leadership will be truly
missed, but I have no doubt that he
will find success and happiness in his
future endeavors.

Enjoy your time with your family,
Senator. You deserve it.

MANUFACTURING DAY 2015

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate Man-
ufacturing Day and the importance of
Minnesota’s manufacturing industry.

Manufacturing is one of the main
drivers of the economy in my district
and my State. Manufacturers generate
billions of dollars in revenue for my
State each year, making them a key
pillar of Minnesota’s economy.

Minnesota is home to an impressive
292,000 manufacturing jobs, and the
State’s manufacturing industry has the
second largest payroll of any business
sector.

Minnesotans are hardworking people,
and they deserve the best that life has
to offer. They deserve a strong State
economy, which allows for individual
growth, prosperity, and the pursuit of
happiness. That is why I will continue
to emphasize the importance of manu-
facturing-friendly policies for as long
as I serve in Congress.

I am proud to support Manufacturing
Day in our country, but I want to make
it clear that every day is Manufac-
turing Day in Minnesota.

HAL BECKER, A SERVANT TO DELANO

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Hal
Becker for his tireless service to the
city of Delano and to wish him luck in
his upcoming retirement.

Hal graduated from the University of
Minnesota in 1977 with a degree in
mathematics. Not long after com-
pleting his education, Hal began to
work at Delano Municipal Utilities and
served as the general manager there for
30 years. He was the perfect candidate
for this position, as he also graduated
from the St. Paul Public Schools elec-
tricity course, holds an electrician’s li-
cense and a water supply system oper-
ator license.

Hal has done an outstanding job over
the past 30 years, which is proven by
the recognition he has received for his
work. In 2013, he was the recipient of
the impressive American Public Power
Association’s Larry Hobart Seven Hats
Award.

Hal has been a great neighbor and
member of our Delano community and,
above all, our friend.

Hal, your shoes will be tough to fill,
and we will all miss your service. I
wish you a peaceful and happy retire-
ment.
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Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to congratulate
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